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The  roman  church  claims 

the  right  to  define  what  is  truly 
sinful,  and  teaches  that  sins  may 
be  divided  into  two  classes,  venial  and 
mortal.  The  former  “weakens  while  it 
does  not  entirely  destroy  divine  grace,” 
according  to  Roman  theology.  The  lat- 
ter only  is  sin,  asi  this  stern  word  denotes 
in  Scriptural  usage. 

The  confessional,  with  its  easily  uttered 
forgiveness  of  sin  by  a man  like  them- 
selves, inevitably  lessens  the  loathing  of 
sin  in  those  for  whom  it  is  repeated  year 
after  year.  The  granting  of  indulgences 
has  dulled  the  sense  of  sin  wherever  the 
custom  is  taught  and  practiced.  But  does 
the  Roman  Church  teach  that  indulgences 
may  be  secured,  and  promise  their  posses- 
sors certain  blessings  ? In  the  Catechism 
of  Christian  Doctrine  are  these  questions 
and  answers: 

What  is  an  indulgence  ? 

The  pardon  of  the  temporal  punish- 
ment due  on  account  of  sins  already  par- 
doned, granted  by  the  Church  aside  from 
the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  by  application 


* From  South  American  Neighbors,  by  Bishop 
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of  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  most 
Holy  Virgin,  and  of  the  saints. 

Has  the  Church  power  to  grant  indul- 
gences ? 

It  is  of  faith  that  it  has. 

Who  are  able  to  grant  indulgences  in 
the  church? 

The  Pope  in  all  the  Church,  the  Bish- 
ops in  their  dioceses. 

What  is  a plenary  indulgence? 

One  which  pardons  all  the  temporal 
penalty. 

Will  the  one  who  secures  a plenary 
indulgence  go  to  Purgatory? 

He  goes  directly  to  heaven  without 
going  to  Purgatory. 

. . . Christ  is  usually  presented  as 
dead  and  nailed  to  the  cross.  That  He 
lives  and  gives  ‘dife  more  abundantly'' 
is  not  taught  by  crucifix,  sermon,  or 
tract.  Mary  is  the  central  figure  in 
nearly  all  groups  of  images  or  pictures. 
Mary  is  held  before  the  people  as  one 
who  saves  and  intercedes  for  the  faith- 
ful. Over  the  door  of  the  Jesuit  Church 
in  Cuzco,  Peru,  are  the  words,  ‘‘Come 
unto  Mary,  all  ye  who  labor  and  are 
heavy-laden,  and  she  will  give  you 
rest."  In  the  midst  of  such  conditions, 
Christ  must  be  lifted  up  in  all  his 
beauty  and  power  in  the  evangelical 
message. 

...  In  this  campaign  of  evangelism 
negative  and  irritating  points  of  ap- 
proach should  not  be  used.  . . . Evan- 
gelical Christians  are  not  sent  to  over- 
throw Romanism.  They  are  not  [sent] 
because  many  inhabitants  are  Roman- 


ists.  Their  mission  is  to  offer  salvation 
to  people  who  do  not  have  it. 

. . . The  Panama  Congress  wisely 
advised  that  the  approach  “to  the  peo- 
ples and  beliefs  of  Latin-America 
should  be  neither  critical  nor  antago- 
nistic.’’ The  address  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Old- 
ham expressed  the  thought  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  delegates.  He  said,  in 
part : 

“I,  too,  was  born  a Roman  Catholic, 
but  have  always  lived  under  a free  flag 
...  I would  search  for  the  underlying 
reasons  for  the  error  so  that  I might 
show  how  that  need  to  which  the  error 
seeks  to  minister  can  be  better  met  by  a 
true  understanding  of  gospel  teaching. 

“Take  the  worship  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  What  makes  this  one  of  the 
most  widely  received  and  popular  er- 
rors of  Romanism?  Is  it  not  the  long- 
ing of  frail  humanity  for  that  in  God 
which  feels  the  weaknesses  and  sympa- 
thizes with  the  struggles  of  poor,  fail- 
ing folks?  How  shall  I preach  in  the 
presence  of  this  human  fact  and  this 
Roman  teaching?  Shall  I not  bring  to 
my  hearers  a Christ  who  is  not  only 
very  God  of  very  God — begotten,  not 
made — but  also  very  man,  who  is  not 
a ‘high  priest  who  cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,’  but 
one  that  hath  been  ‘in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are’?  And  should  I 
not  ceaselessly  endeavor  with  utmost 
tenderness  to  point  out  that  all  they  are 
seeking  in  Mary  is  present  in  boundless 
measure  in  Jesus,  our  human-divine 


Saviour — and  thus  seek  to  recover  for 
them  their  living  Lord? 

“In  a word,  I would  seek  to  be  evan- 
gelical rather  than  Protestant  in  the 
general  trend  of  my  teaching.  I would 
trust  the  clear  light  of  my  positive,  con- 
structive, Biblical  statement  to  sup- 
plant wrong  ideas,  for  it  is  the  very 
function  of  light  to  shine  away  dark- 
ness. But  above  all,  I would  earnestly 
pray  God  to  keep  me  sympathetic  and 
gentle  in  my  approaches  to  the  people, 
and  that  He  would  create  in  me  the 
yearning  of  desire,  the  passion  of  soul, 
to  save  these  ungospelled  ones  from  sin 
and  wrong,  and  from  either  self- 
sufficiency  or  callousness  of  spirit.'’ 
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